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below Maiden [Amherstburg] he had at his dis-
posal upward of three thousand Indian warriors; his
regular force reinforced by the militia of the dis-
trict would have made his number nearly equal to
my aggregate, which on the day of landing did not
exceed forty-five hundred. . . . His inferior offi-
cers say that his conduct has been a series of
continued blunders."

Procter had put a week behind him before Harri-
son set out from Amherstburg in pursuit, but the
British column was hampered in flight by the
women and children of the deserted posts, the sick
and wounded, the wagon trains, the stores, and
baggage. The organization had gone to pieces be-
cause of the demoralizing example set by its leader.
A hundred miles of wilderness lay between the
fugitives and a place of refuge. Overtaken on the
Thames River, they were given no choice. It was
fight or surrender. Ahead of the American infan-
try brigades moved Johnson's mounted Kentucki-
ans, armed with muskets, rifles, knives, and toma-
hawks, and led by a resourceful and enterprising
soldier. Procter was compelled to form his lines of
battle across the road on the north bank of the
Thames or permit this formidable American cav-
alry to trample his straggling ranks under hoof.